BY Motoring Writer
WAYNE WEBSTER
YOR milliongire Japanese
dentist, Akihiro Kabe it was
the chance of a lifetime to test
his 325km/h beast on wheels,

could

w:"

The man with a passion far
Ferrarls simply. couldn't go

past. the opportunify to travel
to Austialia and unleash thy

awesome performance of his i

million-dollar =~ F40
sUpercar.

After batfling the chaotic
traffic congestion of Tokyo,
where top speed is’ usually a
‘modest 40km/h, the prospect

Afalian ©

of driving the Ferrari in the §

wide Open spaces of Australia

was just-too much to resist,
The Australian Cannonball

_ Run was going to be Kabe's

 moment of glory. Despite the
stunning collection of high-
speed exotlears In Darwin for
the start of the six-day event
last Sunday, his scariet F40
‘was the pick of the crop.

UOnfortunately the chance to ;

finally unleash the thorough-
bred cost Mr Kabe and three
others their lives.
For all the rigld safety regu-
Jiations, many belleve the in-
‘gredients for the race — stiper-
fast cars, drivers perhaps not
up to the task of taming them
smd roads where speed Hmits -
unknown — ‘were in-

gredient.sfnr disaster.

~Those fears became fact in
‘the Northern Territory ve!
day when Kabe's ¥40
first
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Less
b]iahmg the Ferrarl as the car
to beat in the Cannonball Run,
with ‘speeds ¢ 280km/.
Kabe's briumph_ turned
tragedy and raised questions
over the wisdom of an event

where ultimate speed is the-_

o8t rtant ingredient.
_was not an event
svhich was held within the spe-
clglised enviroment of a racing
circuit, but which is subject to
the vaguaries of the public
highway which runs between
Darwin and Ayers Rock. :
A Ferrari F40 is built for
- nothing else but outright
speed.

“The body is made from an ex-
otic ‘mixture of Kevlar ‘and;
carbon  fibve. It is p
made to be as light) and atrous
-5 possible while the interior is

little more than a stripped-out
racing shell,

It doesi’t even have proper
interlor door handles because
of Ferrarl's determination to
savye weight.

Bar-room bet that started it all

% Dentist had winning

‘collections.

ning feeling—

MILLIONAIRE Japanese dentist Akihiro Kabe tol.d a
television news crew he was confident of winning the race
that killed him and three others yesterday.

Interviewed after setting the
before the event, a smiling
Tahosh,tohnuﬁs.nldthulrmm capable of 350km/h. %

Kabe, the father of two sons aged 12 and 11, had a dental
practice In Tachikawa City, western Tokyo and apparently
was & wealthy man with a collection of six Ferraris.

He said his eldest son was “a Httle frightened his father is in
the competition,

e
prospect of being able
‘push the pedal to the metal, in
full view of the law, was some-
‘thing of a dream come true for
drivers.

Instead of prohibitive restric-
tions, competitors faced the
prospect. of six days of speed-
unlimited motoring and that
was all-it took to entice some

The vehicle is ‘practically a
road-going Formula One racer
— and almost as hard to drive
when pushed to the limits.

Grand Prix aces such as Ger-
hard Berger and Michael
Schumacher have F40s in their

There was no doubting the
lure of the Cannonball Run for
motoring enthusiasts from

Kabe, 40, and his co-driver cousin

victim: Ak%hlms\%be« e

‘proudly displays his

325km/h Ferrari
before the race

el
un € o

st-a!‘ Allan Moffat, is samf
tioned by the Confederation of
Australian Motor Sport, gover-

_ ning body of motor racing,

¥et despite the predlmons.
that the Tastest cars would be!
exceeding 300km/h, the com-/
petitors were only required to
have mmpaﬂr.inn 1i-
cences, valld for all events
other  TAces,

To galn a restricted licence,
the applicant has to merely
complete an application form,
which includes a medical state-.
ment.

THE first Cannonball

By BRETT de ViNE

Lo 'rswerem-

d to try any trick

Run started as a bet
between car enthu-
siasts in a US bar.

But the race, a high-
speed, illegal event be-
tween amateur drivers
across the nation's roads,.

to a pa.z'klng
Redondo

minutes,

lot In
Beach, Califor-
nia, in 40 huurs ‘and 51

_ Fuelled by & few more
drinks ‘bouts

that could outwit their
opponents.

This led to some cars
being disguised, includ-
ing & vehicle driven by
‘Yates that was converted
S into an amt toes-

spawned two movies and
8 cult dfollowing that

prompted changes to

road laws in several US

States. -

Brock Yates, a racing
‘driver and writer, was:
al the TLock
Stock and Barrel Sports
Bar in Darien, Connecti-
cut, in May 1971, when he
started. s trland.ly argu-
ment over who could
driyve from the east to the
west coast of the US in
the fastest time.

But the harmless' rib-
bing became guite serl-
ous after Yates fold the
car-loving group he had
completed the trip in a
Dodge van from Darien ' those

money to  match

mouth.
the popular bar

an|

He suggested a race
and offered to put up

Word spread t,hmutfg
guented mostly. by yacht
racers, hunters, fisher-
men and car enthusiasts
— and the first official
race was held later that

made up from contribu-
tions: trom the aonbastr

ts, said |
about s‘lOﬁB—t a consﬁell;
able sum of money.

i ‘days. s

" cape police attention.
Many of the competi-
tors also used and devel-
oped early verslons of
radar detectors to avold

his ~highway patrol cars..

Ironically, the event |
that gained the race its |
greatest notoriety — the |
-movie onbail Run — |
brought down the chequ-

e r
publlclty to the race that
it led to its demise.

A sequel to the moyvie,
Cannonball Run II, was
made in 1983;
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