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STATEMENT OF MARSHALL BRUCE PERRON

March 23, 1998

Name: MARSHALLBRUCE PERRON

Address:

1. My present occupation is that of Cornpany Director.

2. I was Chief Minister of the Northem Tenitory for a number of years, including the years

1992, 1993 and 1994.

3. ln 1992, Bruce Lindsay, the executive officer of the Darwin Motor Sports Council, and I

had a discussion about conducting a Cannonball run in the Northem Territory. I believe it

was his idea, although he tells me it was mine. I thought it was a great idea and decided

to see if we could do it.

4. I wanted someone outside the Government to run it rather than any agency of the

Government for two reasons. Firstly, no one in Government had any experience in

conducting an event of that kind, particularly as to the requirements of safety. Second, it

needed someone with entrepreneurial skill, imagination and drive to make it work.

5. I met Bob Jane at a dinner in mid to late 1992 and asked him whether he would be

interested in organising it. He said he was and we agreed io discuss it further.
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Subsequently, he told me that he would need a $500,000 up front non-refundable

payment from the Government to organise it. This was unacceptable and I rejected it.

6. I also had discussions with other interested people but they did not lead anywhere.

7. ln December 1992 or January 1993, I met with Allan Moffat after he had contacted me,

expressing interest in running the Cannonball. I had not met him before although lwas of

aware of his reputation as one of Australia's great racing car drivers. As a result of my

meeting with him, the Govemment decided to pay him and Mr Graham McVean to

undertake a feasibility study,

8. He subsequently produced the feasibility study dated 22 February 1993. As a result of

that report, the Governrnent decided to proceed with the Cannonbail on ihe basis
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give exarnples of this:

I remember discussing with him how long the'flying mile' sections should be. I

told him I thought lhe distance he had determined was far too short. Allan said ii

was adequate and was insistent that it should not be any longer, particularly, he

said, because we were dealing with drivers from all walks of life who were not

professionals;

2. I recall being present on occasions vvhen the Run was described as a race. Allan

v"ould always correct people who said that, by saying firmly "lt's a run, not a i-ace.,'
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their approval.

I presumed that Racecage were conducting the event in accordance with the terms of the

CAMS permit. lt was never suggested at the time by anyone to me that Racecage were

not intending to do this or was not in fact doing it.

Had I been aware that there were differences of opinion between CAMS and Racecage

as to how the event should be conducted safely, I would not necessarily have insisted

that CAMS terms be observed. I would have made up my own mind as to what was

appropriate.

It was of course my intention that the event was conducted safely and I would not have

permitted it to proceed unless I was satisfied that it was being run safely.

I don't recall being aware of the average speeds that Mr Moffat had in mind when he was

setting the times for the special sections. I don't recall discussing this with him. I wasn't

aware when I replied to CAMS's letter of 3 March 1994 or at any time in 1994 that they

had wanted maximum average speeds in the special sections of 140-kph.

24. I was not aware that it was a requirement of CAMS that there be flying frnisfes,
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